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Last night the nation’s first Slavery Commissioner, Kevin Hyland, launched The Modern 
Slavery Garden. The garden is being created for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 2016. 

 



	  

	  

 

“Its estimated that between 21 million and 35 million people are in slavery at this very time… 
In the UK the government estimates there are between 10,000 and 13,000 people in slavery. I 
think projects like this one which are innovative, which will attract attention, which will get 
global recognition, are essential” 

Kevin Hyland, Slavery Commissioner 

 

“Outside are the brightly coloured front doors and gardens that we all see as we walk down 
our own streets everyday… behind those doors people are suffering and so there is a darker 
centre to the garden. The handles and letterboxes are on the outside only. There is no 
communication inside. Its up to us to open these doors because we are the only ones who can 
do so for the people who are trapped inside… standing in the darkness at the centre of the 
garden is a single oak tree which represents the work of William Wilberforce… The two main 
doors, made of oak, are flung open signifying the way to freedom because there is hope in 
this – the hope is everyone who is working in this area” 

Juliet Sargeant, Garden Designer 

 

“We speak about the millions, and the statistics are so overwhelming, but when we look at 
this design and we go forward with this project, we must remember the one, remember the 
lives that have been so broken, these young women and men kept behind closed doors… 
through the partnership this evening we must remember that these lives can become like this 
oak tree which is such a symbol of light and life and freedom.”  

Beth Redman, Ambassador a21 

 

 

Our thanks to the Royal Horticultural Society for selecting this garden.  

Thank you also to the various organizations who were able to attend the launch yesterday 
evening, and those who weren’t but nonetheless do incredibly valuable work in this area.  

For any media enquiries, please contact charles@hartgardendesign.com or get in touch 
through the contact page of our website; www.modernslaverygarden.com.  

The Modern Slavery Garden tweets; @modernslaverygn 
Our garden designer tweets; @JulietSargeant 


